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Pray for Healing:  Pauline Lutz, Kathie Schulz, Sharon 
Schwartz, Elaine Williams, Ruth Wingert, Judy Baer,  Garry 
Parker,  Marci Borchardt, Nevin Kryder, Arlene Kryder, Dick 
Wuebben,  Ron Buchenau, Rhonda Hooker, Larry and 
Christine Woolcock  
 
In treatment:   
Melody Maly, Gerry Koertner, Pat Campbell, David Scheider 
 
 Lena Living Center Residents: 
Carol Fluegel, Orval & Dorothy Schoonhoven,  
Marjorie Klever 
 
In Hospice Care: 
Phyllis Hulbert, Norma Streeb 
 
Our condolences to:  Don and Elsie Lobdell and family on 
the death of Don’s sister, Marjorie Niemeier on May 3, 2017 in 
Frederick County, Virginia.   Marj’s funeral was held in Trade 
City, PA on Monday, May 8th and interment was on Tuesday, 
May 9th at Lena Burial Park.    And also on the death of Elsie’s 
nephew, Robert Phillips.  Robert died on May 9 and a 
memorial service was held at Walker Mortuary in Freeport on 
May 20. 
            ********* 
 
Thank you   for saving your aluminum can ring tabs, and 
special thanks to Pookie Schubert for sending us a large bag of 
them.    The UMW sends these to the Ronald McDonald House. 
 
News Flash:  June 4 is Lena UMC’s first Men’s Laity Sunday 
service.  We encourage you to attend! 
 
  

Pastor Brian 
LeBaron 
815-369-5291 or 
Cell 815-541-4207 
 

June Servants 

 

Greeters  
4 –   Darin & Nick Wybourn 

11 –  Pat Gates & Beulah Haeft  

18 – Pat Gates & Beulah Haeft  

25 – Bob & Carol Buss 

  

Liturgist 
4 – Adam Kryder, Todd Bussian 

11 – Elaine Williams 
18 – Judy Baer 
25 – Sally Buchenau 
 

Video Tech   
4 – Dean Gerbick,LisaDascher 

11 – Elaine Williams 

18 – Cathy Rich  

25 – Cathy Rich   

   

Dial-a-Devotion 
4 –  Eleanor Holmes 

11 – Pat Phillips 

18 – Kristi Flynn 

25 – Janet Lobdell 

 

Fellowship 
4 –  Ron Buchenau, Dwayne 

Robieson, Bob Buss, Brad Moore 

11 – Kris Flynn, Olga Benson 

18 – Eleanor Holmes,  TBD 

25 – TBD 

 

 



 

                             
 

June Birthdays 
6/2 Jax Korte 

6/5 Murry Lobdell, David Etnyre 

6/6 Scott Heitkam, Kendra Setterstrom  

6/7 Kara Thomasson 

6/8 Nancy Etnyre, Michael Liphart, Dan Todd 

6/10 Sharon Schwartz 

6/12 Casey Roenneburg 

6/15 Nancy Price 

6/17 Eric Korte, Drew Rogers, Brendyn Smith 

6/18 Sylvia Vehmeier 

6/19 Curt Goeke 

6/21 Betty Daws 

6/23 Gretchen Heitkam, Payton Scace 

6/24 Jr Dascher 

6/25 Gary Schwartz 

6/26 Susan Bussian, Michael Flynn, Kade Lobdell, Steven Rothschadl 

6/27 Harold Meeker 

6/28 Rory Schulz 

6/29 Joanne Snyder 

6/30 Robert Boyer 

 
June Anniversaries 
6/1 Jeff & Connie Stamm 

6/2 Art & Lavone Gabel,  Stephen & Jenica Roenneburg 

6/7 Larry & Kim Nelson, Laverne & Marcia Pax 

6/9 Doug & Lori Robieson 

6/14 Richard & Kara Thomasson 

6/15 Pete & Allie Brown 

6.16 Darin & Tammy Wybourn 

6/24 Douglas & Connie Kempel 

6/25 Scott & Gretchen Heitkam 

6/27 Dean & Barb Gerbick 

6/28 Matt & Kathy Phillips 

6/30 Douglas & Darlene Pauley, Gary & Aileen Schreiner 



 

 

News Flash: “Adventures of the Treasure Seekers” VBS will be held July 17 thru July 20 
in conjunction with Good Shepherd Lutheran and Beloved Churches.  More information will be 
forthcoming. 

****** 
 
Thank you so much for the new Bible and recognizing my college graduation!  It means a lot to 
have such a supportive congregation!   Courtney Borchardt 
 

******* 
 
 Dear Lena Church Family, 
Jeff and I want to thank all of you for your support, and PRAYERS, and material help as I 
recover from my reverse total shoulder replacement surgery.  Our thanks to Cathy Rich for 
organizing meals for the first couple of weeks we were back home.  That was a big help. We thank 
all those who provided meals for us.  Jeff has had his hands full learning to help me without my 
sister's help which we had for about three weeks while we stayed with my sister and her husband 
following surgery.  Our daughters drove down and drove us home when I got permission from 
my surgeon.  I am gradually able to do more for myself.  After six weeks in a sling, I am learning 
a new "normal" these past three weeks. 
 
Please forgive my being so slow to write this and also for not writing individual notes.  I am just 
getting to the point of being able to type with more than one finger, and that not 
very comfortably yet.  Also, my handwriting is still not great.  I have just had three physical 
therapy sessions, and am not to the point of raising my arm very far yet. 
 
A big thank you also goes to Wayne Benson for helping Jeff to take down our snow fence when 
we got back home in April.  Thankfully we did not have more snow, although there were some 
days when it was so chilly that we wondered.  :-)   We also want to thank Pastor Brian for driving 
Jeff to Madison for his cancer scan, and for Gary Rich driving me to Hinsdale to see my 
hematologist.  These were important doctor's appointments. 
 
I don't know what people do who do not have the support of immediate family and church 
family.  We are truly blessed, and we are grateful!  May God bless each of you in turn. 
 
Love, 
Judy Baer and Jeff too 
 

******* 
 
The following are names and addresses of LUMC members who are unable to get out to church.  
Please help them feel connected with us by visits, cards or letters: 
Pauline Lutz, Marjorie Klever, Carol Fluegel, Phyllis Hulbert, Norma Streeb,  Orville and 
Dorothy Schoonhoven   at Lena Living Center,  1010 S. Logan, Lena, IL   61048    
 
Lorraine Bonebright at  Pearl Pavilion,  900 S. Kiwanis Dr., Freeport, IL   60132 
 
Rita Rowe at Heritage Woods, 1500 S. Forest Rd., Freeport, IL   61032 
Joyce Brinkmeier at Heritage Woods, 1500 S. Forest Rd., Freeport, IL   61032 
 
Marilyn Holmes  at Aster Assisted Living,  616 8th Ave, Apt. 218,  Monroe, WI   53566 
 



 
 
 
Consistent with our mission: “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by equipping its 

local churches for ministry”, Bishop Sally Dyck and the NIC cabinet are pleased to make the appointment of Pastor 

Keri Rainsberger to Lena UMC and its community, effective July 1, 2017, for the following missional reasons: 

• Strong preacher 

• Experienced in children’s ministries 

• Relational leader; ability to meet people where they are at 

 

 

I was born and raised in the Columbus, Ohio region and moved 

to Illinois in 2003 when I was matched with the AIDS 

Foundation of Chicago for a year of service through the 

Lutheran Volunteer Corps. I loved it so much I stayed for a 

second year and then never left! I have family scattered from 

New Jersey to Washington State.  

 

I was baptized as an infant at Summit Station UMC and have 

been nurtured by UMC congregations ever since. I come from a 

long line of preachers (a great-grandpa, a great-great uncle, 

two grandpas, and a dad!) but avoided my own call to pastoral 

ministry for several years. Instead, I ministered as a data 

analyst/database manager and by serving in my local church, Broadway UMC, Chicago, as an active lay member. 

Finally, the call to pastoring grew too loud to push off and I jumped in. While in seminary I served as a student 

intern with Fisher Memorial AME Zion/Interfaith Action of Evanston and then with First UMC, Evanston. 

 

I worship with my whole body so you are likely to see me dancing to the hymns or at least vigorously bobbing my 

head and tapping my feet. I also like to praise God for creating beautiful days by riding my bike, Jazz, while smiling 

from ear to ear and occasionally letting out a whoop of pure joy. I like to knit, quilt, and sew and cannot get out of 

a fabric store without feeling every bolt of fabric. 

 

Throughout exploration of my call to pastoral ministry I have had the image of water. Sometimes I saw my 

ministry as a bridge over troubled water, other times as clinging to a raft on rapids, or other times on the shoreline 

as the adventure outfitter equipping those in the raft. I look forward to seeing how the waters of Lake Le-Aqua-Na 

and the congregation of Lena shape and change my call! 
 

******** 
Hannah's Helpers Report: 
We finally got all the bills paid for the "ham loaf supper". Our profit was $1,722. That money is used for church 
maintenance. As you probably know, this was our last year for the supper. At least 4 of us that organize the supper 
are having health issues with standing on the cement floor for so many hours for that whole week and lifting all the 
heavy containers. If a younger group would like to do some kind of supper, we would be more than willing to give 
you advice from our experience. 
 
You have all been a wonderful family to work with. Everyone is always willing to help with events that we plan. We 
will still be having the "Cookie Walk and Chili Supper" in December. 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in this supper -- fixing food, helping to set up, working the night of the 
supper, coming out to eat, putting everything away and just enjoying working and laughing together. 
 
God bless you all, 
Maryanne Gritzmaker, Judy Buchenau, Eleanor Holmes, Pat Edler and Tam Kryder 
 



Encouragement from your Finance Committee 

 

II Peter 3:17  Insight for Living 

 

We need heroes.  I mean genuine heroes, authentic men and women who are admired for their 

achievements, noble qualities, and courage.  Such people aren’t afraid to be different.  They risk.  

They stand a cut above.  Yet they are real human beings with flaws and failures like anyone else.  

But they inspire us to do better.  We feel warm inside when we think about this rare breed of 

humanity.  The kind we can look up to without the slightest suspicion of deception or hypocrisy.  

The kind who model excellence when no one is looking or for that matter when half the world is 

looking. 

 

I’m concerned that we seem to be running shy of folks like that.  Certainly, there are some, but 

not nearly as many, it seems, as when I was a small boy.  Back then I distinctly recall looking up 

to numerous people in various segments of society – politics, athletics, education, science, the 

military, music, religion, aviation – all of whom not only stood tall during their heyday, but they 

finished well.  Society mourned their passing.  This was no childhood fantasy, you understand; 

these were not make-believe movie idols.  I can still remember my dad being just as impressed as 

I was with certain folks – maybe more so.  Some of our father-son conversations are still logged 

in my memory bank.  And because he was inspired, so was I. 

 

You may be surprised to know that for any number of people, you are the person others point to.  

It may be in the place where you work, and no one has even told you.  It may happen where you 

live, and no neighbor has been brave enough to encourage you by saying, “You’re the one 

everybody watches.  You’re very unique.  We all respect you.”  It may be in your school where you 

are admired by colleagues and peers.  If you knew how many felt that way, I’m convinced you 

would be all the more careful how you live.  

 

I am certain of this – if you are one of those people, then you’re not like the majority.  You’re 

living differently, and I commend you for it.  It takes unusual people to make a difference in our 

world.  Mediocre people impact no one, at least not for good.  But one person of truth can impact 

the whole world! 

 

Real heroes model excellence regardless of who’s looking. 

 

Thoughts on giving from one of our heroes at Lena Methodist Church … 

“For me, it is a joy to give.  It is following God’s command and one way to show my deep 

appreciation and thankfulness for all God has done for me.  Daily, I am comforted by all His 

promises that give me security and peace. Thanks to God I am richly blessed.  God is good!” 

 

THANK YOU for your continued support to the financial contributions of the church. 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
UMW News for May 6 
 
My daughter, 2 granddaughters and I had a good time at our Mother-Daughter-Sister-Friend 
luncheon. It was a country western theme this year and Sally Buchenau, Pat Edler and Pat 
Phillips did a wonderful job putting it together for us. We had "Bob and Randy's Bluegrass 
Western" group for entertainment and more food than we could eat. If you came and had a good 
time, make sure to let them know. It takes a lot of time and energy to plan our events, so again 
let them know if you enjoyed their efforts. Also thank you to all of the "mustached western men" 
that served us and did clean up on our special day. 
 
There is a district salad supper on June 21 at 6:00 at the New Milford United Methodist Church, 
7102 Cindy Dr., Rockford. We are to bring 1 salad per 2-3 people who are attending. You also 
need to bring your own table service. This year they are requiring reservations. You need to call 
by June 16; so if you are planning to go call 815-229-3495. 
 
Our next meeting was supposed to be an outing, but we have changed the outing to our July 
meeting instead. We thought it would be nice to give Pastor Keri a chance to go with us. We 
haven't planned where the outing will be yet, so if you have somewhere you would like to go, 
bring it up at the June meeting. 
 
Next Meeting June 3, 9:30. 
Response Moments: Marcia Tessendorf 
Hostess: Carol Buss 
 
God’s blessings to all, 
Maryanne Gritzmaker, UMW President 
 
 

******** 

 

 

 

 

Attention Ladies: 

Lena UMC received the following invitation from Apple River UMC: 

 Apple River UMC’s Faithful Friends presents:  “All Friends Night” -   The Ladies of your 

church are cordially invited to join us for our annual All Friends Night on Tuesday, June 13, 2017 

at the Apple River UMC. The evening will start with a provided potluck dinner at 6:30 pm 

followed by a program to be presented by the lovely proprietor of Aunt Beez Greenhouse and 

Gardens.   We hope that you will be able to join us! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:815-229-3495


 

 

Finance Committee Minutes – Lena United Methodist Church 
May 8, 2017 

 
 
 

Mick Flynn opened the meeting at 6:30 pm with scripture readings from  Jeremiah 29:11-14 and 
a prayer. Those present were:  Mick Flynn, Pastor Brian LeBaron, Larry and Kim Nelson and 
Chris Bartelt. 
 
Chris read the minutes from the April 17, 2017 meeting.    A motion was made by Kim and 
seconded by Larry to approve the minutes.  Motion carried and minutes were approved as read. 
 
Old Business 
Update on Easter offering as of 5/8/17:   Total $9911 which goes to the following accounts:    
Food Pantry:  $1265.50, New Vehicle:  $8,645.50 
 
Kim reported the rounded figure of funds in the New Vehicle account is $12,846. 
 
Larry didn’t have any update on recent newspapers articles regarding LUMC for the church page. 
Lisa has been very busy with the ending of the school year.  
 
Pastor Brian made a motion which was seconded by Mick to add Larry Nelson to the Assistant 
Treasurer position in place of Lois Shelton.  All were in favor.   We will have the signature cards 
changed at the bank. 
 
New Business 
We will re-introduce electronic giving to the parishioners within the next 6 weeks to see if 
anyone is interested. 
 
Pastor Brian said there is some money in the Designated account 3120 from a grant from UM 
Foundation in Sept. 2015 for Parish Nursing Program.  There was some discussion about using 
this money to get two AEDs (defibrillators), 1 upstairs and 1 downstairs, for the church.   We will 
ask the Trustees to look into this. 
 
 
We will not meet in June.  The tentative date for the Next Finance Committee meeting will be 
Tuesday, July 11 at 6 pm, prior to Ad Council. 
 
Larry made motion that was seconded by Kim to adjourn the meeting; and we closed with a 
prayer at 7:30 pm.  
 
 
Submitted by Chris Bartelt,  
Financial Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lena United Methodist Church 

Council Meeting Minutes  -- Monday, May 8th   6:30 pm 

 

Attendees:  Pastor Brian LeBaron, Mick Flynn, Scott Stich, Larry Nelson,  Kim Nelson and Chris Bartelt.    The 

meeting was called to order at 7:32 pm by Acting Chairman, Pastor Brian. 

 

Special prayer requests:  Norma Streeb under Hospice Care 

 

All attendees reviewed a copy of the March 14 minutes.    Larry moved and Scott seconded a motion that the minutes 

be approved as read.  Motion carried. 

 

Old Business – Church Bus-    The committee had a meeting and deferred any action until Pastor Keri starts.  It 

was decided  the name of the account be changed  to “New Vehicle” instead of “New Bus”.  The current amount in 

the New Vehicle fund is $12,846 (this includes the amount that was received from the Easter offering).      Church 

Directory -    The last pictorial directory was done in 2010. No one from Membership committee was present to 

discuss this.   This topic is deferred until Pastor Keri is here.       Pastoral Report – Pastor Brian said that he wants 

to see the After School Program (ASP) and Vacation Bible School (VBS) programs continued after he moves on to 

his next parish.      Tentative date for VBS – week of July 24th.  Pastor Brian will introduce Pastor Keri to all the folks 

involved in the After School Program.    Men’s Laity Sunday – June 4th .  Mick and Scott are handling.   Men’s 

group will cover all duties of the worship service with the exception that Pastor Brian will preside over communion.  

Church articles in Journal-Standard, Scoop, Shopper’s Guide -    Lisa will work on this more after the 

school year has ended.    Easter Offering.  As of 5/8/17:   Total $9911 which goes to the following accounts:    Food 

Pantry:  $1265.50, New Vehicle:  $8,645.50 

 
New Business:  Recommendation to SPRC:  Pastor Brian suggested that the SPRC have more meetings when 
the new pastor starts to help her with the transition to LUMC.   The Book of Discipline states that the SPRC must 
meet 4 times per year.  Scott said that maybe they would establish a transitional sub-committee to meet with Pastor 
Keri. 
Pastor’s departure:  Pastor Brian stated that his last worship service here will be on Sunday, June 18th.   He and 
Kathy and their household belongings will be moving on June 21.   Upon their departure a walk-through of the 
parsonage will need to be done by Trustee chair.  Pastor Brian does not anticipate any large repairs, only small ones; 
and has been in constant contact with Tam to let her know about small repairs as they appear.  
 
Bishop’s 2017 Appeal:   A brief discussion followed on Bishop Sally Dyck’s 2017 charity cause which is the United 
Methodist AIDS fund.  Each congregation is asked to take a special offering or conduct some type of fundraising 
toward this cause.  Pastor Brian is to present LUMC’s contribution at the NIC Annual Conference at Pheasant Run  
June 4-6.   Council members present at the meeting felt we should  do some sort of contribution or see where we 
might take some money from a designated account.   Pastor will have a special brief Ad Council meeting following 
worship service on Sunday. 
 
Committee Reports 

Finance:  Mick will possibly speak to the congregation again about contributions needed to pay monthly bills.   We 

need to put a financial update in the bulletin so everyone knows what is going on and always include thank you’s in 

the message.  Kim reported we had $2000 starting in May and we have already paid $3458 in expenses.  May bills 

are expected to be $12,340 (including $500 in apportionments).  Therefore, we need to have $9000 in contributions 

in the next 3 weeks. 

Trustees:     Trustee chairperson was not in attendance, but it was noted that Brad Moore has installed a new 

igniter. It was noted that Tam always encourages Mike Oliva and Brad Moore to keep in touch with Doug Robieson 

on any repairs they have done.   

 

Membership:  No report         Worship:     No report 

 

SPRC:  Scott reported the SPRC was introduced to the new pastor, Keri Rainsberger, on May 2 and had a good 

meeting with her at that meeting.     Mr. Scott Lewis submitted a letter of resignation on April 3, 2017 with his last 

day at LUMC as Youth Ministries Director to be May 3.   Scott did not want a gift or any public recognition regarding 

this departure. 

The meeting closed with a prayer at 8:30 pm.     Next meeting will be Tuesday, July 11th  at 6:30 pm. 

Chris Bartelt, Secretary 



Upcoming Events:  The Madonna Renewal Center is sponsoring the “Blue Nun Fun Run” on 

June 3 at the Jane Adams trail head near bypass 20 north of Freeport.  The 5K race will begin at 8:00 with a walk 

following the race.  There will be activities for the kids and snacks provided.  Everyone registering in advance will 

receive a tee shirt.  To register, go online to bluenuns.org. 
 

Strawberry Social -  St. Joseph’s annual Strawberry Social in Lena, IL is on Wednesday, June 7, 2017 

from 4:30 pm – 7 pm. The menu consists of Whole Hog Roast, BBQ, Baked Beans Potato Salad, Strawberry Pie, 

Sundaes, and Strawberry Shortcake.  Whole pies are available also for purchase.  We hope you and your family can 

come for a good meal.  Carry outs are welcome.  Thank you!  St. Joseph’s parish 

 
Monroe Clinic – Heal Grief Support Group:  HEAL grief and education group offers sessions open to anyone 

18 years and older who has experience the death of someone special.  Learn about the grieving process and ideas for 

coping and healing in a safe and a supportive setting.   

Six week sessions: 

June 7 – July 12, 2017     Wednesdays    6:00 – 7:30 pm 

Monroe Clinic Hospice,     St. Camillus Center,    2101 Sixth Street,    Monroe, WI   53566 

There is no cost to attend.  Space is limited.  To register or express interest in attending this program, please call 

608-324-1230 or 800-367-8406.  You may also visit www.monroeclinic.org to learn more. 

 

 

LUMC Men’s Group Cookout Fundraiser @ AJ’s Lena Maid Meats 

 

When:   Friday,  June 23, 2017    11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Location: AJ’s Lena Maid Meats 

                                

              
                      
 
Other Men’s Group Fundraiser Dates in 2017: 
July 7, August 11 and September 1  (all at AJ’s Lena Maid Meats) 

 

 

http://www.monroeclinic.org/


June Calendar - 2017 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

1 2 
 

3 
8 am – MM 
Breakfast 
9:30 am - 
UMW 
 

 

4 
9 AM Worship-
Men’s Laity 
Sunday 
10:30 Sunday 
School 
 

6 PM Bible 
Study @ 
Kryder’s 
 
6:30 Bible 
Study @ 
Holmes’ 

5 
 
NIC Annual 
Conference-- 
@ St Charles 

 

6 
1 pm Quilters 
 

NIC Annual 
Conference-- 
@ St Charles 
 

7 
 
 
 

 

8 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm   
Knitters and 
Knotters 

9 10 
 

11 
9 AM Worship 
10:30 Sunday 
School 

 

12 
 
 
 

13 
1 pm Quilters 
 

 
 

14 
 

 
10 AM Bible 
Study @ 
Chapin’s 

 

15 
 

16 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
 
 

 

17 
6:45 AM Men’s 
Bible Study @ 
Flynn’s 
 
11am – 1 pm 
Youth Group 
Cook-out at 
AJ’s Lena Maid 
Meats 

18 
9 AM Worship  
 
10:30 Sunday 
School 
 

 

19 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 
1 pm Quilters 
 

1 pm 
Elizabeth 
Circle 

21 
 
1:30 pm 
Hannah’s Helpers 

22 
 
6  pm – Food n 
Fun 
 
6:30 pm   
Knitters and 
Knotters 

23 
11am – 1 pm 
Men’s Group 
Cook-out at 
AJ’s Lena 
Maid Meats 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
9 AM Worship- 
Rev. Bettye 
Mixom-Guest 
Speaker 
 
10:30 Sunday 
School 
 

 

26 
 
 
7 pm – 
Stagecoach 
Quilters 
 
 

27 
9:45 am 
Hymn Sing 
 
1 pm Quilters 
 

 

28 
 

 

29 30  
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June 2017 
3rd  –  8 am – Men’s Breakfast, 9:30 - UMW 
4th   - Men’s Laity Sunday 
4th pm-6th – NIC Annual Conference – Pastor attending 
16th -   Newsletter Deadline 
17th –      Youth Group Cookout at AJ’s Lena Maid Meats 
22nd –     Food n Fun 
23rd  - Men’s Group Cookout at AJ’s Lena Maid Meats 
 
 
 

 

       Or Current Resident 
 
 
     
      [     ] 
      [     ] 
      [ Place label here  ] 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Brian LeBaron  Home 369-4899 Cell  815-541-4207  
Office Telephone  369-5291  Church e-mail  umclena@gmail.com 
Dial-A-Devotion  369-4411  Fax 815-369-2523 
Worship hours:  Sunday     9 A.M.         Children’s worship 9 A. M. 2nd & 4th Sundays 
Sunday School   10:30 A.M.   

 

mailto:umclena@gmail.com

